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E # l — who put that gravel road there??

Sunday 22nd March was looking good (according to the Bureau of Meteorology) — fine and sunny in Sydney, fine and
sunny in Cessnock, all we needed now was a few Harleys and a great ride.

Arriving at Fraser’s, | thought | was early with well over 30 minutes to spare; | was actually the fourth person to arrive, and
when the departure time arrived we had almost 30 bikes ready to roll — with more to join us in Windsor — it was looking
good.

After making our way through the traffic, my least favourite part of any ride, we all arrived in Windsor to meet up with the
Hawkesbury (and other places North) contingent, a quick drink and leg stretch before heading off.

We had a total of 37 bikes (35 plus a couple of late arrivals) at Macquarie Park, and headed off up the Putty Road and
some open roads. The Highway Patrol guy giving a young car driver a talking to at the entrance gave us a good look, but
left us to our own devices.

Heading up the Putty was great — open sweeping roads, with a few twists thrown in, and very little traffic. Most of the traffic
was actually other bikes either heading out for a quick blast, or on their way home from the Ulysses AGM at Penrith — trail-
ers in-tow.

We all reached the main morning stop at the Halfway Roadhouse pretty much together and had the opportunity to relax at
what was a very popular stop for bikes — adding 30-odd Harleys to anywhere does that in its own right, but there were quite
a few others too.

Leaving the Halfway House, less a couple of bikes who headed home due to a dodgy gear linkage and grit/insect in the
eye, we continued up the Putty and through a very twisty section we regrouped at Milbrodale before heading to Broke, and
on to Harrigans Irish Pub for lunch — via the “back way” into the Hunter Valley region.

Lunch was served very efficiently at the Pub — albeit queuing up to order any pay took a while, but once we had ordered the
meals came out to us very quickly and Beef and Guinness Pie was very good. They had however run out of burgers and
schnitzel, so some people did not get their first choice.

Before leaving Harrigans, the raffle was drawn and won, and we headed off to refuel avoiding the busier roads of Cess-
nock.

This is where we came upon a stretch of gravel road that | am sure was not there two weeks previously. Maybe it is old
age and memory loss setting in, but | do not recall any gravel only rough bitumen, and there was certainly no water tanker
wetting it all down. This may keep the dust down, but it certainly makes a mess of any Harley — mine was filthy and had to
be washed down when | got home.

After refuelling we headed to Wollombi, then straight to Peats Ridge for the final break and to say our good-bye’s before
heading home via the F3 Freeway - back into the Sydney traffic!!

Depending on where you started to and ended up, you probably covered somewhere approaching or more likely over 400
km for the day — a long day but (hopefully) an enjoyable (not too sore) day.

I'd like to thank the Road Captains for assisting in getting the Chapter safely through the day, and most importantly the
members who came along for the ride. It is

great to see such a turnout, hope we can

keep it up.

Cheers and ride safe,

Mark Towers
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1 Allowed the house to rent 1 2 3

3 He was known to embrace 883 times

5. A dog with horns in the snake arena

7 Abbreviated United States of America 5 6 7
8 Turn of a key made her motor jump

11. Number one in the card pack

12. It will burn in your tank 8

13. Boys in blue were wailing aloud

15. Strangle while twisting the wrist 5
16. Son of David another way

17. One of the shoe® was a tough camp 10

18. Steve.....and the cockney rebels T
4 3%

2 Identical pair on a high lift o 3

3 A brief encounter in Hades

4. Rex on the highway

6 Let her treat the cow skin jacket 15

8 The rear end® gone saggy

9 It stopped the gardener with a broken rake 10

10. Plaited hair on the brake line 17

12. Theyoung lad is overweight 1
14. Metal coating shining bright in Rome
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